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Dear friends,  
            Before I can begin to share a few thoughts with you, I must offer (yet again) my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to each of you for the many ways you have blessed me and 
my family these past few months. We are so grateful for the baby shower, the Christmas gifts, 
and everything that was done to help us welcome Nicholas into our family and our churches. 
From the bottom of our hearts…thank you! 
            As we move forward, it is difficult to believe that February brings with it the beginning 
of the season of Lent. In many ways, it seems as if we have barely left the manger of 
Christmas. Yet the calendar invites us to, very quickly, enter a season of repentance and 
preparation for the death and Resurrection of Jesus. Throughout the history of the Church, 
Lent has been a time of preparing new converts to publicly to profess their faith and calling 
the faithful to reflect upon their own relationship with God, namely through acts of repentance, 
in recognition of our mortality and our sinfulness before God.  
            Because of this history, the Church also has taken the time to encourage the faithful to 
fully engage this season of Lent through some act of discipline or spiritual growth. Often 
times, we think of fasting as the primary Lenten discipline. While fasting certainly fits within 
the theme of Lent, it is by no means the only discipline that could be engaged. Other 
disciplines, such as focused prayer and Scripture study, can allow us to fully engage and 
experience this season of Lent. I want to add my voice to those already calling and 
encouraging you, the faithful disciple, to engage this season and to use it to grow in your 
relationship to God through Jesus Christ.  As always, I would be more than happy to help you 
locate resources or simply provide encouragement as you embark on this Lenten journey. 
            Speaking of Lenten journeys, worship during this season is going to take us on a 
journey through six key events during the final 24 hours of Jesus’ earthly life. All of the 
Gospels find their climax in those fateful last days that Jesus spent in Jerusalem. The Gospel 
writers leave no doubt that this 24-hour period changed the world. Beginning after sunset on 
Thursday and lasting through Friday, Jesus would eat the Last Supper, pray in the garden of 
Gethsemane, experience betrayal and desertion by his friends, be condemned by the 
“religious”, be sentenced to death for insurrection, be tortured, and experience crucifixion, 
death, and burial. Throughout the six weeks of Lent, we are going to take a closer look at 
each of these events—and look to see ourselves in the story, considering how we are like the 
disciples, like Pilate, and like the Roman soldiers. We will culminate this experience by, during 
Holy Week, having the opportunity to view together the film The Passion of the Christ (more 
details about that later). It is my hope and prayer that this season of worship might deepen 
our faith and our sense of love and gratitude for Jesus Christ. I look forward to these 
moments of worship with each one of you. 
  

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Jarrett 

 



Calendar of Events, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 

1
st 

Jim Swanson - C 
Confirmation Class - C - 6:30 p.m. 

2
nd 

Nancy Swanson - C 
Coffee Cup - C - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

United Methodist Women - A -1:00 p.m. 
3

rd 
Karon & Earl Dugger - A 

4
th 

John VanMeter - C 
Saturday Evening Worship - A - 5:30 p.m. 

Movie Night - C - 6:00 p.m. 
5

th 
See Sunday Morning Worship Schedule Elsewhere 

Joyful Singers Practice - A - 9 a.m. 
Choir Practice - C 

6
th 

Darren Epperson - C 
Coffee House - A - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

7
th 

Nancy Stauffer - C 
8

th 
Anna Wells 

Confirmation Class - C - 6:30 p.m. 
9

th 
Tom Dillon - C 

Coffee Cup - C - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
11

th 
Lucille Hoke - A 
Harriet Tobias - C 

Saturday Evening Worship - A - 5:30 p.m. 
Chili & Soup Dinner - C - 3:30-7:00 p.m. 

12
th 

Tanner Tessler - C 
See Sunday Morning Worship Schedule Elsewhere 

Joyful Singers Practice - A - 9 a.m. 
Choir Practice - C 

13
th 

Coffee House - A - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
United Methodist Women - C - 7:00 p.m. 

14
th 

Diana & Bill Germann - C 
Denise & Matt Nordsiek - C 

Valentine’s Day 
15

th 
Mary Schulte - C 

Confirmation Class - C - 6:30 p.m. 
16

th 
James Chase - A 
Wade Meteer, Sr. 



Coffee Cup - C - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
18

th 
Saturday Evening Worship - A - 5:30 p.m. 

19
th 

Hazel Cooper - A 
Susan & Tom Brune - C 

See Sunday Morning Worship Schedule Elsewhere 
Joyful Singers Practice - A - 9 a.m. 

Choir Practice - C 
20

th 
Coffee House - A - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

United Methodist Men - C - 7:30 p.m. 
President’s Day 

21
st 

Drew Weitekamp - A 
Allison Howard - C 
Evelyn Freeman - C 

Women of Promise - A - 10:00 a.m. 
22

nd 
NO Confirmation Class  

Ash Wednesday Service at Indian Point Presbyterian 7 p.m. 
23

rd 
Coffee Cup - C - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

25
th 

Terri Grieve - C 
Saturday Evening Worship - A - 5:30 p.m. 

26
th 

See Sunday Morning Worship Schedule Elsewhere 
Joyful Singers Practice - A - 9 a.m. 

Choir Practice - C 
27

th 
Coffee House - A - 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

28
th 

Kenny L. Cline - C 
29

th 
Confirmation Class - C - 6:30 p.m. 

Athens Library Chicken Dinner at AUMC - 6:30 p.m. 
  

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please notify John Curry 
(636-8384 or jwcurry293@aol.com) 

  

 

United Methodist Women 
  

The Athens United Methodist Women will meet Feb. 2, at the church at 1:00 p.m.  

Hazel will be the hostess and Fran will bring the program.  
All women of the church are invited to participate in this valuable ministry. 

 
 
 

mailto:jwcurry293@aol.com


Thank You 

  

We don’t know where to begin…mere words cannot express our heartfelt 
thanks  

for the sympathy and love extended towards   
Mildred Darling & her family during her illness and passing.  

It was difficult to say goodbye to Mom, but we know she is now in heaven 
rejoicing with the Lord. 

There are so many things for which we are thankful.  
The cards sent to her, goodies taken to her for her to munch on,  

visits to Villa East, Memorial Hospital and St. John’s Hospice….she really enjoyed her visitors.  
  

The nurses were always commenting on how many visitors Mom was blessed with.   
She was blessed, but we too were blessed to have Mom with us for so many years. 
 We hope and pray you were influenced, touched and blessed by her life as well. 

We want to thank the church for the beautiful white rose bouquet sent in her memory.  
It was simply beautiful and so thoughtful.  

We know Mom would have loved it, because of her love for flowers. 
  

We also extend our gratitude and appreciation for the use of the church building  
for the celebration of Mom’s life and the dinner hosted afterwards. 

Thank you so very much for the love and support, it means so much to us. 
  

God Bless You and With Love – 

The Family of Mildred Darling 

  

Women of Promise 
  

Tuesday, February 21 

10 a.m. - Noon 

  
Bring your friends and join us at… 

  
Athens United Methodist Church, 

110 W. Jackson St., Athens, IL 

Women of all ages enjoy the relaxing atmosphere of our Upper Room, an inspirational 

message, special music, door prizes, and a delicious, light lunch. Refresh soul and body, 
make new friends, and be reminded of God’s promises! Childcare available with 

reservation. Suggested donation $7. For more information, call 636-8785 or 636-8844. 
  

  
Our guest speaker in February will be Dayle Badman,  

pastor at Morrisonville United Methodist Church. 

  
  

PLEASE NOTE: In 2012, “Women of Promise” will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month in the MORNING only.  

We are no longer offering an evening session. 



  

Chili and Soup Dinner 

  

February is almost here. Do you know what that means?   
Yes, it is time for Cantrall’s annual Chili and Soup Supper on 

February 11th. 
 Serving times are 3:30 pm to 7:00 pm. 

One of the ways you can help support your church is  
by signing up to work a one hour shift at the supper.  

You can help either in the kitchen or the dining room area. 
Also, you can help out by making some baked goods for the Bake Sale.   

Please look for the signup sheet so you can pick the time slot you can help out. 
For the supper, we will be serving our delicious homemade chili and soup. 

If you have any questions, please talk to Sue Brune. 
  

Movie Night arrives in Cantrall. 
2/4/6:00   You can't forget it!!! 

Our first Movie Night will be February the 4th @ 6:00. We will be showing  
the recently released to DVD movie ‘Courageous’. 

If you have seen, Flywheel, Fireproof or Facing the Giants, this is from the same producer.    
The description is: When a tragedy strikes close to home how four police officers struggle with their 

faith and their roles as husbands and fathers; 
 together they make a decision that will change all of their lives. 

  
It is PG-13 and I have been told that perhaps the age is about 10 and up. Parents use your discretion.  

We can set up a separate movie or games in the back for those who are younger.  
(If you have very young kids let us know if you wish to attend and perhaps we can have a baby sitter set 

up.) 
Bring your family and friends. If you have already seen it, come share it with others. Block the date and 

plan to be there.   
2/4/6:00 How easy is that to remember? 

Please call Don or Connie Goodenow  (h) 487-7305 or (o) 523-5443 (c) 899-3300  
 if you have any comments, questions or would like more information. 

  

Menard County Parent Group 

Thursday, January 26, 2012 

4:30 – 6:30 pm 

115 Hillside Terrace 

Petersburg, Il 

Dinner and Childcare provided 

To RSVP or for more information call: 

Tammy Peterson at 632‐3137 or Kay Daniel at 632‐2984 
  

Together let’s grow and learn about our kids and the challenges we all face. Together we are stronger and can 

make a difference.  
Together we can laugh, relax, and enjoy those “ah ha” moments of parenting… 

Parents of all ages are welcome to attend 
  



Wednesday Night Out Meals 

The Wednesday Night Out Meals will resume on March 7 with a Chicken Dinner.  

Meals will only be served on the first Wed. of each month. 
  

Our Sympathies 

  
Our sympathies are extended to the following families for their loss this past month. 

The Cantrall Church family celebrated the lives of Mildred Darling and Wilbur Dennison. 
The Athens Church family celebrated the lives of Betty Lockart and Frank Cooper. 

These four special people gave much to our churches and left us with many, many memories. They will be 

forever missed. 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

  
Ash Wednesday (this year Wednesday, February 22) marks the beginning of the season of Lent. We 
will be joining in worship that evening at 7 p.m. at Indian Point Presbyterian Church. All are invited to 

participate in this time of worship as we "mourn our sin" and begin the preparation for Easter. 

  
YOUTH NEWS 

Our combined youth group with Athens Christian Church, Common Ground, has resumed its 
gathering time! Right now, our lessons are focusing on the work of the Holy Spirit. All 7-12 graders 
are welcome to join us on Sunday evening for this time of teaching, as well as games and dinner; 
junior high meets from 5-6, senior high meets from 6:30-7:30, dinner for both groups is from 6:00-

6:30. Please contact Pastor Jarrett if you have any questions. 
  

We Only Keep What We Give Away 

God wants us to be our brother's keeper. To feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to shelter the homeless,  
to instruct the ignorant, at a personal sacrifice, is what God wants us to do. What we give to the poor for Christ's 

sake is what we carry with us when we die... 
When we die we carry in our clutched hands only that which we have given away.   -Peter Maurin 

Chicken Dinner 

to purchase E-Books for the Athens Public Library 

February 29th 

Athens United Methodist Church 

 seating promptly at 6:30 p.m. 

carry outs available before 6:15 

Only 100 tickets to be sold in advance! 

Purchase your ticket at the library or call 636-8245 

Adults - $10.00 

Children (12 and under) - $4.00 
  

Help the library purchase the new E-Books! 


